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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 2858 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR.XI 

SUBJECT: ARAB LEAGUE SYG'S "MEDIATION" ON SAHARA 

1 . EMBOFF SPOKE BRIEFLY TO SENIOR ARAB LEAGUE OFFICIAL 
MARCH 3 ABOUT SYG RIAD'S JUST-COMPLETED TRIP TO MAGHRIB. 

AL OFFICIAL CHARACTERIZED RIAD S MEDIATION EFFORT IN TWO 
WORDS: "TOTAL FAILURE." HE ADDED THAT RIAD HAD MADE SERIOUS 
BLUNDER IN MEETING WITH POLISARIO IN ALGERIA AND THAT HASAN 
HAD ASKED RIAD SUBSEQUENTLY IF HE REPRESENTED "PEOPLE OR 
STATES." HASAN WAS REPORTEDLY VERY STERN WITH RIAD AND 

TOLD HIM HE HAD NOT ACTED IN MANNER BECOMING TO ARAB LEAGUE'S 
TOP OFFICIAL. 

2. FOR MONTHS RIAD HAS RESISTED PRESSURE FROM HIS OWN STAFF TO 
ENDEAVOR TO MEDIATE SAHARA PROBLEM 

BECAUSE HE FELT HE COULD DO NO GOOD (75 CAIRO 12107). 

ARAB LEAGUE OFFICIAL TELLS US THAT WHEN OAU SYG ETEKI 
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WAS ANNOYED AND AFTER CONSIDERABLE PROCRASTINATION FINALLY 
DECIDED TO REQUEST PERMISSION FROM GOM AND GOA. ETEKI, HAVING 
RECEIVED NO REPLY FROM RIAD, ARRIVED UNEXPECTEDLY IN CAIRO 
AND WAITED THREE DAYS FOR RIAD TO MAKE UP HIS MIND. SINCE 
GOM NEVER DID ANSWER RIAD'S QUESTION AND GOA SIMPLY ASKED 
FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION, RIAD DECIDED NOT TO GO WITH 
ETEKI, WHO THEN DEPARTED ALONE FOR MAGHRIB. THAT RIAD 
FINALLY DID DECIDE TO MAKE AN EFFORT IS SOLELY ATTRIBUTABLE, 
ACCORDING TO OUR SENIOR AL INFORMANT, TO TREMENDOUS PRESSURE 
WHICH BUILT UP AMONG ARAB LEAGUE AMBASSADORS WHO, UNLIKE 
RIAD, BELIEVE THAT THE SYG IS BY VIRTURE OF HIS OFFICE 
REQUIRED TO DEAL WITH CRISES, NOT AVOID THEM. 
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